International Anesthesiology Clinics: Quality Management in Anesthesiology-Volume 1: Fundamentals and Volume 2: Advanced Topics. M. C. Vallejo (ed) . Hagerstown: Wolters Kluwer Health, Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, Volume 51, No. 4 & Volume 52, No. 1, Fall 2013 & Winter 2014 ; ISSN: 0020-5907 US$222.00approx.
These editions of International Anesthesiology Clinics are dedicated to quality improvement in anaesthesia and provide us with the current 'state of the art' of quality management principles and practice.
Volume 1 explores the theme that any anaesthesia department or practice group requires an organised quality-improvement program, why this is necessary and what the core components are. The section on regulatory requirements are US-based (although the principles apply universally) and reflect the ever-increasing complexity of regulation that is now required. This brings with it the need to understand and use data better. Good explanations of the complex clinical business intelligence requirements currently needed are well documented. Although the chapter is again US-centric, it reflects that the 'burden of compliance' we are all too familiar with is an international issue for us as specialist anaesthetists that we must understand and incorporate in our everyday practice. For those clinical directors who may be interested, the chapter on using data in future models of care reflects the increasing complexity and balance needed for an anaesthesia clinical service to work effectively. Concepts probably not familiar to many anaesthetists are also discussed (e.g. Lean and Six Sigma).
A chapter on outcome measures and risk adjustment reads well and is well referenced. Those on clinical error, evolution of checklists, clinical dashboards and ensuring safety in the operating room are all succinct and well structured with current citations and provide a good 'executive summary' of the current state.
This Volume is easily readable and clearly presents the definitions of 'quality management', its role in healthcare and what the components of a quality management program in anaesthesia are. It is well referenced with clear presentation. As the author states, it's the "nuts and bolts" for setting up a quality management program.
Volume 2 is more detailed and looks at the US experience with anaesthesia clinical registries, clinical outcomes and incident reporting systems. The chapter on the use of anaesthesia information management systems and data in quality management discusses the features of such systems that have become indispensible for quality and safety practices in anaesthesia practice. The characteristics Book reviews of a high-performing anaesthesia practice and what roles anaesthesia and perioperative medical incident monitoring play in facilitating quality management efforts is also well presented. Those readers who require more in-depth information on areas such as practice organisation, effective leadership, patient satisfaction and fiscal responsibility will find such detail in this Volume. It may not be for everyone and would be most beneficial for clinical directors establishing or managing quality management programs.
The chapter on error provides a good summary on types of error and the faults in cognition that lead to error during anaesthesia. Interestingly, the chapter on global anaesthesia crises touches on the "global outreach" aspect of anaesthesia and the application of the quality and safety management concepts in low-and middle-income countries. As trauma is expected to be one of the leading causes of mortality by 2020 in these nations (as estimated by the World Health Organization), this impacts on surgical delivery and necessitates the development of safe and reliable anaesthesia in these countries.
These two volumes serve as a good reference in a teaching department. To get the most out of them, it would be important to understand the current Australian National Safety and Quality Health Service Standards, as these provide our nationally consistent statement of the level of care expected from health service providers in Australia.
M. W. Skinner

Hobart, Tasmania
Oxford Specialist Handbooks in Anaesthesia: Vascular Anaesthesia. J Thompson, S Howell & R Telford (eds.). Oxford: Oxford University Press. ISBN 978-0-19-959442-9; pp 576, $92.95 approx.
The handbook Vascular
Anaesthesia is a first-edition text published in 2014. Although small in page size, it is actually quite an extensive textbook, with over 500 pages and 11 chapters. This handbook attempts to cover a wide range of topics such as epidemiology of vascular disease, anatomy and physiology, preoperative evaluation and intraand postoperative management. As such, it attempts to cover the 'perioperative medicine' approach to vascular anaesthesia. The style of writing is deliberately brief, using predominantly bulleted lists to summarise the subsections of each chapter. This makes for a handy reference guide, as the key points for any aspect of the text are typically covered in less than half of one page. It is well indexed and well laid out, so looking up specific information is relatively easy to do. However, if the reader is attempting to use this as a textbook to study the field, then the very brief, summative nature of information presented makes it difficult to study in sequence. As befits a handbook, information must be condensed and this includes figures, tables and diagrams. It is purely in black and white, though with the paucity of figures and diagrams, the absence of colour has little impact on the readability of the text. Overall, it is a recent publication and therefore, up to date with the literature. It is certainly a very useful handbook for people studying and practising vascular anaesthesia, or who anaesthetise patients with vascular disease.
C. F. Royse
Melbourne, Victoria
Analgesia, Anaesthesia and Pregnancy: a Practical Guide, Third Edition. S Yentis & S Malhotra (eds.). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. ISBN: 978-1-107-60159-8; pp 412, $115.00 approx. This is the third edition of the popular book, which is targeted primarily at anaesthetic trainees and the numerous consultants with an occasional involvement in obstetric anaesthesia. In keeping with earlier editions, it is presented in a readily portable paperback format and the number of pages and section layout is essentially unchanged, being divided into four principal sections including pre-conception, pregnancy, the puerperium and organisational aspects of care. The first chapters cover largely reproductive medicine issues including assisted reproduction and ovarian hyperstimulation. The pregnancy section is further broken down into seven subsections including procedures during pregnancy, normal pregnancy and delivery, operative delivery and third stage, anaesthetic problems, as well as those confined to obstetrics, plus a host of other medical problems and the neonate. The layout throughout is one of short blocks of text for each topic, concluding with a 'key points' summary and a very brief 'further reading' list.
The strengths are portability and currency of information and the content is sufficiently generic to be appropriate to an international audience. The paucity of diagrams, pictures or illustrations is consistent with previous editions but may be seen as a drawback by some, especially in today's world of internet-based resources.
S. W. Simmons
Hawthorn East, Victoria
Oxford Textbook of Anaesthesia for the Elderly Patient. C Dodds, CM Kumar & BT Veering (eds.). Oxford: Oxford University Press. ISBN 978-0-19-960499-9; pp 314 $147.95 approx.
A total of 52 authors from around the world have contributed to this 314-page, 37-chapter textbook concentrating on a growing area of patient care-that of the elderly patient. The editors-in-chief are to be congratulated for achieving a consistency of style and presentation with short, focused chapters. For the ageing anaesthetist, the font and layout is easy to read and most of the later chapters have diagrams and tables. The strengths of this textbook lie in the chapters written specifically for this textbook and which are unique to a book relating to the elderly. I found those relating to cellular ageing, technology in an ageing society, cardiac anaesthesia, pain management, palliative care, frailty in the elderly, medicolegal issues and the future commentary particularly well written and engaging. Some chapters, particularly those in the basic science section, seemed to be included for completeness and could have easily been read from standard texts. As with most textbooks, this is also available online for 12 months, allowing sections to be used for presentations and teaching. This book should be part of most departmental libraries and would benefit FANZCA Part 1 and 2 examiners and candidates, as well as the ageing anaesthetist trying to keep up with their own continuing medical education!
M. T. Kluger
Auckland, New Zealand
